
Notes from ORC Meeting October 24, 2011 
 
The meeting was held at the City/School Admin Building Community Room in Rapid City and about 
26 people were present. 
 
We started with introductions in which each person stated why he/she was present. 
 
There was much discussion of what we need to know and do: 
 

• We have to say where we are and where we want to go, get focused and state a specific goal, 
plus ideas and values. We have to take on the system. The Bill of Rights is for individuals, not 
corporations. We must focus on the macro issues and clarify who are the 99%. 

• We need to invite various local groups to work and grow together—the poor have never been 
included in these discussions. More people will join us if they are heard. We have a horizontal, 
not a vertical organization. 

• Identify the one percenters in Rapid City. Much disagreement with this idea. Identifying and 
demonizing people creates enemies. Even some of the one percenters are joining Occupy 
because they, too, want to change the system. Listen to everybody and hear what they have to 
say. 

• Base our statements on accurate studies and scientific fact. Disabuse people of the myth of 
upward mobility, that in the present system anybody can get rich, that anybody can be part of 
the one percent. In reality the system doesn’t allow that. We are being viewed by some through 
the old outdated cold war lens of socialism and communism. 

• Property owners and others could help the homeless by providing affordable housing. 
• SD Peace and Justice endorsed the Occupy movement and recognized some of the consistent 

themes: dissatisfaction with the corporate state and the role of our financial institutions, the 
need for accountability, the problems with mortgage foreclosures, the need for jobs. 

 
The group then began coalescing around immediate actions to be taken: 
 

• People in Rapid City don’t understand us, and the media misrepresent us. We need to put out 
flyers stating who we are. 

• Chris, Deborah, Jim, and Jaime volunteered to be on a mission statement committee. 
• To do a mission statement we need to collect information from the people who are part of 

ORC, starting with their top three complaints. Send out an email and get their responses. Once 
we have everybody’s concerns we can state who we are and think about solutions. 

• We will have the soapbox at our protest on Saturday, with multiple people stating their 
concerns, and invite the media. Sonny will do a press release. There should be follow-up phone 
calls to the media. 

• We need more and better ways of communicating with one another and with the world. Sonny 
will create a web page. We could create our own video for YouTube. We’ll have more art on 
Saturday. 

 
The next meeting will be Monday, October 31, at 5:30 pm in Room B at the Rapid City Public Library. 
 
 
 


